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Xeriscaping is a great way to reduce water usage as well as minimizing fertilizer and pesticide 
applications.  Xeriscaping is NOT zero-scaping.  A water-wise landscaping does not mean  
plant-free or maintenance-free landscape, it involves careful planning and consideration of the 
planting materials to maximize the beauty of the area with minimum irrigation.  This approach 
incorporates native plants which are well adjusted to the environment and do not require 
many soil amendments or additional fertilizer to keep the plants growing.  Native plants have 
adapted to local physical and biological conditions and will resist damage from freezing, 
drought, common disease, and herbivores and require less frequent watering.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Guidelines for Xeriscaping Front and Side Yards 
 

1. Xeriscaping is defined as a style of landscaping that maximizes the use of water efficient 
planting areas, hardscapes, activity areas, and gathering areas while minimizing the use 
of traditional lawns to achieve a landscape that is low maintenance, functional and 
attractive. 
 

2. Front and side yards may incorporate up to 50% in xeriscape design.  The remaining area 
should be planted with grass. 
 

3. Plantings in xeriscape areas should incorporate an attractive combination of planted 
ground covers, perennials, grasses, shrubs and trees of various types and sizes. 
 

4. Ground covers in xeriscape areas should include one or more of the following: perennial 
ground covers, three to four inches of bark, mulch, or decorative stone.  Other ground 
covers may be approved depending on the quality of the product. 
 

5. All xeriscape areas must have a thick 5 oz ground fabric to prevent weeds.  Weeds in 
xeriscape areas should always be minimized. 
 

6. Dark brown or black, shredded, organic mulch or rock may be used as ground covering.  
Rock must be neutral in color and 1-2” in size.  No black, red or white rock is permitted.  
Decorative feature rocks are permitted.  Colored or dyed mulch is prohibited.   
 

7. Xeriscape areas must have a minimum of 80% plant coverage at maturity, excluding tree 
canopies.  Plant coverage is based on the diameter of the plant from a bird’s eye view at 
or near ground level. 
 

8. Plantings in xeriscape areas must be watered with automatic drip line irrigation, 
equipped with rain sensors for maximum efficiency. 
 

9. Blanket ground coverings of mulch, bark, gravel, decorative stone, or other similar 
products are not permitted on the property for any reason, including for extra parking 
on the property. Parking can only be on a concrete driveway.  All non-concrete areas 
should be landscaped with either traditional landscaping or xeriscaping approved by the 
HOA Board. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Guidelines for Xeriscaping in Park Strips 
 

1. Park strips may be partially or completely converted from traditional landscaping to 
xeriscape.  Xeriscape areas in park strips must have a minimum of 80% plant coverage at 
maturity, excluding tree canopies. Plant coverage is based on the diameter of the plant 
from a bird’s eye view at or near ground level. 
 

2. Plantings in xeriscape areas should incorporate an attractive combination of planted 
ground covers, perennials, grasses, shrubs and trees of various types and sizes, three to 
four inches of bark, mulch, or decorative stone.  A higher number of small to medium-
sized plants or a combination of varying types and sizes of plants is preferred over a 
smaller number of larger plants. 
 

3. Plantings in park strips must not exceed 30 inches in height at maturity (not including 
trees). 
 

4. Trees and plants in park strips must be maintained so as not to obstruct traffic and visual 
zones, pedestrian walkways, and vehicular parking and sidewalks.  
 

5. All xeriscape areas must have a thick 5 oz ground fabric to prevent weeds.  Trash, debris, 
and weeds are prohibited within park strips. 
 

6. Dark brown or black, shredded, organic mulch or rock may be used as ground covering.  
Rock must be neutral in color and 1-2” in size.  No black, red or white rock is permitted.  
Decorative feature rocks are permitted.  Colored or dyed mulch is prohibited.   
 

7. Plantings in xeriscape areas must be watered with automatic drip line irrigation, 
equipped with rain sensors for maximum efficiency. 
 

8. A park strip measuring 50 feet long by 5 feet wide has an area of 250 square feet.  From 
a bird’s eye view, with 80% plant coverage required at maturity, 200 square feet should 
be covered with plants.  The rest should be covered with mulch, bark, or stone.  
 

9. Please see Exhibits A and B below for examples which will help with your design. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


